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According to a report by Salvadoran Air Force chief, Gen. Juan Rafael Bustillo, on April 28 a US-
made military helicopter exploded, killing its crew and soldiers and civilians on board. The general
told reporters that the helicopter was on a routine flight to the military base in the city of San
Miguel, some 138 km. east of San Salvador. Bustillo said the UH-1H transport helicopter was
carrying, in addition to crew members, artillery soldiers, a mechanic, two women and the cadaver
of a soldier. The copter, he said, encountered problems moments after it took off from the Ilopango
military base, nine km. east of San Salvador. The soldiers were traveling to the San Miguel military
base to investigate an accident, one of the women planned to visit her sons at the San Miguel base,
and the other woman was a relative of the dead soldier. After rejecting the possibility that a rebel
attack caused the helicopter attack, Bustillo said an investigation of the incident was underway.
(Basic data from AP, 04/28/87)
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